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With the launch of the Princess Camilla of Bourbon Charitable Foundation whose aim is
to promote the preservation of the environment and sustainable development, Weekly
speaks to Princess Camilla of Bourbon-Two Sicilies, about her project and why she has

chosen Mauritius as the subject of her interest,

“How can we stand and watch
when such a paradise is heading
for self-destruction?”

To Vol TRAIAG

# You ure an Itallan prin-
cess who's fallen in love
with Mauritius and have
been living a love story
with Mauritius for over 20
years. How does an ltalian
princess fall in Jove with a
tiny island in the middle of
the Indian Ovean?

1 came here on yacetion wieh
tay husband amd we st cam-
pletely fell in love with this
magical place, It sctually bas
a lot of things in comman with
ltaly, especinly the south of
Ttaly: the cologirs, the beawty

of the ses, the hunsan wasmth,
the thaveurs. .. are ingreclibie

So, for the lnst 20 years, we
hwve neves, ever apent ane year
withous cofing bere

& Tell me about the life of
an Italian princess after
Italy has turned into n re-

public.

There i 10 longer u kingdom
10 place but we aze responsibie
far keeping the kingdom’s cul-
Aure wnd history alave through
comtant peogects and culural
mitiatives.

¥ How did you meet
the prince?

1 met him theough Prinoe Al
berr, s cousen, T was born in
o business family in Rame, |
grew up i New York City in
the stanes, and lived for part of
the e in Geneva and Mex-
tca. Fwas at vhe New Yok
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University Business School and
came back o Europe as soon &
1 finished my soudies.

0 Did you find i€ casy to it
in the royal family?

Yes, because [ oould relzte to
their values and thelr edueation.
T ulso tike that the whobe royal
family in Europe is related to
cach other. In fact, we all csll
each other 'Uncle’ and ‘Aunt”
because of that family link. And
everyone 1 invilved in charity.
My husbond and I do a Jot of
social work particularly in the
south of Iraly. OF cowrse, we also
doadot of social work warldwide
as in Tanzania, Congo, [eba-
non, Pakistan, the United
States... My hushand's founda-
tion, The Sacred Military Con-
stantinian Order of Saimt
George, has built many hospi-
tals and schools for children
throughout the world®. [ mysell
focus mioee on women's causes,
particularly violence against
wormnen. List yeay, [ had the hon-
our 1o receive The UN Wormen
for Peace Association Award
witich eocourages me (o be cven
more tnvodved i this struggle.

¥ But here your interest is
more in the environment.
Why?

When one Jooks ar thas besutiful
seg, the incredible sursets, the
cnormous fandscape that you
have, green with palm trees and
sugarcane, ane doesa't want it
w disappear. Through the Sci-
emific Centre of Monaco and
the UN report on climate
change, [ became aware of the
reseanch dosne on how the comls,
for example, are getting de-
srroyed because of dramatic
changesto the envirvament ond
climatic coaditons,

“ In Mauoritius, in
particular?

in Maurstius ured i over the In-
dign Ocean, especinlly in the Mal-
dives. But what is happening eke-
where s speeading evervwhere and
s oarming 3o your shoses: The fish
are dying. The corals are dying,
Everything is getting destroyed.
One cannot remain insensitive 1o

this, How canwe stand and wasch
when such u paradise is heading
for seif-dessruction? Foe me, con-
tributing to the preservation of the
5ea i8 aliness & way 1 give some-
thing back o Munintius, Masiritws
T given one 20 yoars of incrodibie
hagpiness, Bamily vacutions, beau-
tiful moments. Starting the Prin-
cuss Camilla of Bourbem Charita-
e Poatradation 1 my wie of giving
Back swene hapgriness o Mauritios,

¥ What is the foundation go-
ing to do in concrete terms?

What [ would ke to do is to
create & joint venture between
the Sciemtific Centre of Moouco
and the foundstion, and bring
wer all the scientific studies th
have been done in Monaco in
order to prevent the deteriora-
tion of the enviranment and the
sei. We may do what they did in
Dbt o prevent the erasion of
the beaches, like building a
coral recl, My foundation will
start the fund investment fol-
lowed by my “consciouns
friends”, pssocistions and ocher
partners, Nevertheless, icis im-
portant for me wo work with the
government and know [ can
courst on their belp and suppart.

¥ What is the first project the
foundation will work on?

[would fike to do semething for
the coral reef, and look purticu.
Inrty at this mystecy of satere in
which some corals are dying
next to ones that are alive, Why
is that happening? What is the
problem? Because if they dic,
the whole ccosystem is going to
fall apart. T ihinik the frst thing
1o do 18 W use the Saentific Cen-
e of Monaco 1w find the an-
swer. [ hope thas § can be a link
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between Prince Albert's Foun-
dutson, which i well known, and
my foundatien. Prince Albert
has bitg projects on ses explora-
tion and climatic change stud-
fes, T'hree years of experiments
i the Ininn Ocean, pessibly. 1
would like w be ablke to encour-
uge foundations like his, or the
Bill Gates Foundation, to come
over and consciously try to &
something importunt for the
environment here,

% When you talk about the
foundation and the damage
done to the coral recf, I don’t
hear yon blame anybody for
this, Do you think there is
anybody to blame for the
state that our seas and envi-
ronment have reached?

1 think all of us are guilty in o
certmin way. Ttis years and years
of unconsciousness that have
lunded us in the situston we are
inwday, Tdon't think we are able
to change overnight but one
thing i for surc: if we don't showt
loadly teday, nobady i going to
do anything. Aod then its going
Lo be o lee. Tris already wo loe,
So I think the Indian Ocean at
least has to be preserved. The
Medaerrancan is really in a cate
ustroplue situation and | thmk
it's going 1o get only worse,
When you look st some of the
reports, it's o disaster. S when
you sy who 15 10 blame, | woulkd
say we all are to blame but we
should awoid our chaklren having
to plead guilty wo, We have 1o
stop 1his, The big industries and
vehicles hawe to take a large part
of the blame, We can't siop itall
It we cun try 1o make everyone
moeee conscicas of the harm they
are cuusing.

¥ When we meet again, say
five years from now, what
ure you going to be able to
tell me?

I hope to be able to tell you that
we hive made some progress,
that a team from &l aver the
world has done sone teal studies
here, exploved the sea; ding-
nosxf the discase, found how ty
preciude the destruction of the
coml still alive and even revive



the dead ones.

¥ Are you golng to work with
countries which are nhead
like Dubai?

Absolurely. Also, ltaly and
Monte Corde are eeally far
phead with expeniments: Fam
HOINE to work with Americans
whe have done some studies on
medicines and coeals, Leely on
the frieadship and coflabora-
tions that we have developed
throughout all these years i
have an urgent holping hand.,

U There was & big polemic
rvecently concerning the
contribution of the hotels to
the degradation of the envi-
ronment, Do you think the
hotels contribute to the deg-

radation of the environment
or they help preserve it?

[ dan'tthank hatels help preserve
the envivosment but, on the
other bl they cannot take the
sole responsibelity for the dam-
age. Hotels ave part of a neces-
sary big loop in tourism develop-
merd, Uhey preserve oarismand
ke sure peaphe hike me come
here and enjoy . Helping the
crvimament? No, But you don't
have towerissn of vou don't have
goocd hotels, 1 1hink wint &s bad
ssullthe chemicals that we thriay
b sea, the podkition by the big
companies urd cors, .,

“ Don't you think tourists
who swim with dalphins and
get very close to them con-
tribute to the destruction of
the environment?

Usarg unimals just to have fun
should be banned. We need
sustainable development. If
everybidy becomnes conscious
of this big issue instead of say-
g s not my problem, we will
muake & lot of progress,

% How optimistic are you?
Not very optimistic, to tel] you
the teuth, §don't think we are
gaing 10 stop t all, [ don' think
s convemient for cverybody to
slop destroving our caviron-
ment. Lim ot positive ar )] but
1 believe that it's not too Jate 1
want to keep hope. B

* More information ox this é
aevilable on the suebrite: et
ordineconantinianos and s,
constautimian. ong. b
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